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Kodai Friends International Inc. serves to enhance the mission of Kodaikanal 

International School (KIS) and other educational organizations in Tamil Nadu,  

India that strengthen the values of KIS, through financial and administrative aid,  

as well as supporting KIS alumni and friends in North America.
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From the President
A warm holiday greeting to everyone! As we close out the holiday 
season in North America and begin the New Year, I have had the 
opportunity to reflect on some of the joint work of Kodai Friends 
International (KFI), Kodai International School (KIS) and the broader 
Kodai community as a whole over this last year. Of course, this has been 
a very unusual year in that it is a continuation of life under pandemic 
conditions, bringing with it all manner of impacts and changes to each 
of our lives. However, it has very much been a story of strength for 
KFI, KIS and our broader community. I share four highlights below that 
speak to this resilience in how we managed together during what has 
been a year for the history books!

One of the most touching initiatives came during the height of 
humanitarian distress in the Kodaikanal area, brought about by the 
pandemic. Coming together we supported a food distribution program 
developed at KIS and helped feed well over 6,000 individuals (children 
and their families) during a critical time. Leaders in KIS’s Social and 
Environmental Experience Department (SEED) as well as the Center for 
Environment and Humanity (CEH) were instrumental in making these 
achievements possible.

A second and noteworthy initiative revolved around KFI and KIS 
awarding more than 55 scholarships for students as their families 
faced the possibility of school withdrawal during the economic distress 
playing out this last year. The support helped the students continue 
their schooling uninterrupted and contain the spread of the pandemic-
triggered impact on KIS.

A third initiative involved a concerted fund-raising effort by KFI, raising 
well over $100,000 to continue delivering on educational and charitable 
purposes in South India. Of note, a majority of these monies were 
deployed for the Education in Kodai Project (EKP), a program that aims 

to improve the educational outcomes for children in Kodaikanal and 
surrounding villages that have suffered from the pandemic. This note 
from one of the KIS partner school Principals says it best: “KIS and the 
Education in Kodai Project has been a godsend to the community. You 
have provided many things, but the best thing you have provided to the 
students and teachers of Kodaikanal is hope for a brighter future.”

Finally, I note a collaborative effort to bring together the global 
alumni community. Two pilot initiatives, one entitled KIS Global 
Changemakers and the other Quad Talks, aimed to bring together 
high-caliber, interview-style conversations engaging people and topics 
with wide appeal delivering benefits to the entire community. With 
joint development and coordination involving a variety of people at 
KFI, KIS and across the alumni base, the efforts generated a range of 
content covering everything from religion to democracy to environment, 
all available on-demand via YouTube. These pilot programs were so 
successful that a second Changemakers event was held this year, and 
Quad Talks programming for 2022 is presently in development.

What a year of challenges and what a show of resilience! KFI and 
its Board members, KIS, and our operational partners on the ground 
all came together beautifully to make these projects and much more 
possible.  And of course, where would any of this be without the 
unfailing generosity of an engaged community in North America and 
around the world?!  Thank you to everyone.  

Respectfully yours,

Stan S. Kuruvilla  
KFI President 
P: 215-594-1575
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Education in Kodai Project/Community Relief  
(KIS COVID-19 Relief Fund)  |  $97,196

As it pursues its vision of striving “to be a school the world needs,” 
Kodaikanal International School (KIS), with the support of alumni 
and friends, has been a force of good in Kodaikanal amid a turbulent 
pandemic. With generous support from Kodai Friends International 
(KFI) and others, KIS has been able to fund and organize projects in 
the community directed at both immediate COVID-19 relief as well as 
long-term recovery. 

Many of the residents of Kodaikanal are highly dependent on the 
tourism industry, which largely came to a halt in March of 2020. 
The school responded in a number of different ways: large-scale 
food distribution efforts at the beginning of the lockdown; the 
purchase of equipment and supplies for Van Allen Hospital and the 
local government hospital; skill-training programs for young adults; 
education projects for local students; and even animal welfare projects! 
The staff, students, and many alumni have found passion and purpose 
in helping the people and institutions of Kodai. Notably, with generous 

support from KFI, KIS alumni and KIS staff, over 1,000 local families, 
including 2,700 children, were fed for more than a month.

Education in Kodai Project 

Children were especially impacted by the pandemic and the subsequent 
lockdown. Schools were closed and formal education of any kind 
largely ceased for over a year. Free meals at government schools were 
no longer available. Even now, many children continue to be withdrawn 
from formal education to help provide an income for their family.  

KIS students played an immense role in identifying key areas where 
both long- and short-term assistance was needed in the community. As 
part of their International Baccalaureate CAS requirements, a number 
of KIS students started initiatives in response to the dilemma faced 
by local children. The Offline Education Project helped to provide 
educational resources such as textbooks, dictionaries, and stationery 
to more than 500 underprivileged students to ensure learning while 
schools were closed. Another important initiative, Project Kalvi, 
served to create a hybrid learning platform for children from remote 
areas so they could access basic online learning modules with limited 
internet facilities. 

In a meeting in November of 2020 that involved KIS students, local 
school principals, and the KIS administration, a discussion was held 
about ways in which KIS could partner with local schools. Based on 
feedback from local schools, five areas of priority were highlighted: 
information technology, spoken English pedagogy, physical education, 
environmental literacy, and creative arts.

This is how the Education in Kodai Project was born. Initiated 
by KIS students and supported by the KIS family, this project further 
strengthened the school’s commitment to education that extends 
beyond the classrooms and compounds of the school.

Grants Awarded by KFI in 2020-2021

Education in Kodai Project/Community Relief  
(KIS COVID-19 Relief Fund)  $97,196

KIS Scholarship Fund & KIS Scholarships  
(KIS COVID-19 Relief Fund)  $96,654 

DeJong Music Award  $1,500

Kunjlata Kothary Master Scholarship  $13,506

Russell De Valois Scholarship  $5,103 

Barbara Block Salary for Archive Work  $10,729

Total Funds Granted      $224,688
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Implementation of the Education in Kodai Project

•	 Educational Packages (Phase 1): Identify 400 students in 
destitute rural and urban slum communities and provide them with 
educational resources to enable them to continue learning, despite 
the suspension of formal education.  

•	 Infrastructure for Training Programs at Target Schools: Set 
up the infrastructure to carry out outreach training programs in 
schools in five key areas (listed above).

•	 Train the Teachers (TTT): Provide training to the teachers at 
identified schools in the project’s five key programs.

•	 Distribution of Nutrition Packages (Phase 2): Identify and 
support 1,300 students in marginalized rural and urban slum 
communities and provide nutritional packages to incentivize the 
families against withdrawing their children from formal education. 

•	 Development of KIS Community Center at Arcotia 
Campus: Develop a KIS Community Center at the Netherlands 
Cottage where the Kodaikanal community and KIS students can 
come together to collaborate and learn from each other. 

•	 Planning and Implementation of Outreach Clubs: Create 
outreach clubs at the KIS Community Center where KIS students 
can meet and work with the local students over the weekends.

Current Status of the Project:

Out of $97,196 donated by Kodai Friends International to help 
sustain the Education in Kodai Project, almost $40,000 had 
been utilized by the end of October, 2021. The implementation of the 
project is proceeding well, and it has been able to make considerable 
contributions to the learning outcomes of local students. 

•	 Educational resources have been distributed to  
400 beneficiary students. 

Grants Awarded by KFI in 2019-2020

•	 Installation of basic infrastructure required to set-up IT equipment 
in computer and art labs has been completed in 12 schools. IT 
equipment including computers have been procured for all 13 
schools and will soon be set up. 

•	 Teacher Training sessions have been conducted in all 13 partner 
schools.

•	 Nutritional packages have been distributed to 1,300 students 
through their school administration to develop a relationship of 
trust and support between the schools and the community.

•	 A temporary computer lab was established at the KIS Center for 
Environment and Humanity (CEH); however, in order to better 
facilitate interaction between local and KIS students, KIS has 
decided to create a permanent one at the KIS Community Center 
on the Arcotia campus. 

Future Plans: 

The KIS Community Center is being conceptualized as an extension 
of the work that is being carried out at the 13 local schools. It will 
serve as a space where KIS students can collaborate and train different 
sections of people in skills related to basic English communication and 
Information Technology. This space is therefore critical in facilitating 
consistent engagement of KIS students with the Education in Kodai 
Project. The center will host two computer labs for students and adults 
who seek training in IT skills. There will be a conference hall where 
vocational courses in spoken English and corporate skill development 
will be held. It will also operate as a dry-waste collection point which 
would further supply raw waste material to different groups working in 
the field of waste recycling. 

KIS students continue to come up with new ideas! There are now plans 
to incorporate another student project to set up a science laboratory at 
the Community Center. This will serve as an important resource for local 
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Grants Awarded by KFI in 2019-2020
students who do not have access to proper facilities to support their 
science curriculum and to further expand their practical understanding.

The Education in Kodai Project was conceived as a pilot project that 
could be expanded as new needs were discovered and solid experience 
was gained in project implementation. Over the course of the last year, 
KIS has come to realize that much more work can be done to help 
improve school education in the region. After hearing of the efforts and 
successes of the project, 39 more local union (panchayat) schools have 
approached the school to support their educational needs. Once the 
programs with the initial 13 partner schools are firmly established, KIS 
plans to expand the Education in Kodai Project to other schools in 
Kodai and across the Palani Hills.  

While the school is committed to the five core programs of the project, 
it has now created a network of schools that allows it to be flexible in 
addressing new issues. For example, in mid-July, at the request of some 
of the partner schools, KIS hosted a teacher training course on the 
emotional well-being of students returning to school after months away. 
Local teachers were concerned about their students’ emotional health 
and school readiness and wanted to be equipped with skills to support 
returning students. KIS staff members helped to run these sessions. 

List of 13 Beneficiary/Partner Schools

•	 CSI Middle School, Packiapuram

•	 St Mary’s Primary school, Attuvampatty

•	 CSI Town Middle School, Kodaikanal

•	 St Theresa Primary School, Pambarpuram

•	 RC Town Higher Secondary School, Moonjikkal

•	 St Xavier’s Primary School, Naidupuram

•	 St Xavier’s Primary School, Shenbaganur

•	 St Joseph High School, Perumalmalai

•	 CSI Primary School, Perumalmalai

•	 Nethiju Primary School, Puthuputur

•	 R.C Town Primary School, Kodaikanal

•	 Government High School, Moonjikkal 

•	 Government High School, Vilpatty

KIS Scholarship Fund & KIS Scholarships  
(KIS COVID-19 Relief Fund)  |  $96,654

India suffered a second wave of COVID infections between the months 
of March and August 2021 which resulted in widespread shutdowns of 
businesses due to extended lockdowns. Consequently, KIS received a 
flood of requests from parents for financial assistance. In keeping with 
the KIS philosophy of supporting existing KIS families during times of 

financial distress, short-term COVID aid was extended for the academic 
year 2021-2022.

A total of INR 99,66,913 (approximately $133,000) was disbursed to 
55 students from kindergarten to Grade 12. The range of assistance 
given was between 10% and 65% of the tuition and boarding fee. 
About 75% or 41 out of the 55 beneficiaries were in high school 
(grades 9–12), and this timely support was crucial for the continuance 
of their education without disruption. A vast majority of the families 
that had requested aid were from India (approximately 80%), and it 
was split evenly between day scholars and boarding students.

KIS is so thankful to all donors for the funds that have been made 
available for scholarships during this time of great need at the school. 
Last year’s KFI Annual Report promised updates on the Charles 
& Nancy Wilder “Understanding Through Diversity” Fund which 
provided $158,255 for scholarships. KIS is pleased to share some 
notes, drawings, poems, and videos it continues to receive from the 
Wilder Scholars recipients and their families. Click HERE to witness 
the gratitude of some of the students whose lives are helped by these 
scholarship funds.

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1xjTBqQ16_LZQtkJbU-BHNaWMO0mjt-bZ
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Grants Awarded by KFI in 2019-2020
DeJong Music Award  |  $1,500

The Keith and Marcine DeJong Music Award is given annually from 
their legacy investment in recognition of KIS’ top music students(s) at 
Awards Assembly each May. Congratulations to Shreyas Mahendra who 
received the award in May of 2021.

My name is Shreyas Mahendra, and I was very honoured and 

grateful to have received the DeJong Memorial Music Scholarship 

Award in 2021. I have been a part of KIS since 9th grade but 

have been coming to Kodaikanal since I was much younger as 

my parents are KIS alumni. Joining KIS allowed me to immerse 

myself in music to a greater extent than I previously had and 

allowed me to grow as a musician. To receive this award/

scholarship was a very special moment for me, as I had not 

expected it at all but I had always wanted to be the recipient 

since I saw a former student/friend receive this same award 

a few years ago. I am currently in a Liberal Arts and Sciences 

College in the Netherlands, and I intend to start taking the 

Music Performance course in drumming next semester, as well as 

continuing to be a part of the 3 bands that I regularly play with. 

Additionally, my father personally knew Mr. DeJong, as he was 

his first music teacher in 4th grade, which only added to the 

meaning of the already very special award. Again, I am very 

thankful and grateful for this award. 

Music has always been a part of my life, from taking piano and 

drumming lessons for around 10+ years to recently playing at a 

venue in the Netherlands; I have and will continue to keep music 

close to me and use the scholarship money to further pursue my 

interest in music. 

Thank you, 

Shreyas Mahendra, KIS Class of ’21

Kunjlata Kothary Master Scholarship  |  $13,506

This scholarship is in honor of Dr. Kunjlata Kothary Master’s scientific 
achievements and her grit and optimism that allowed her to overcome 
barriers and thrive. This scholarship is designed as a strategic tool for 
KIS to recruit and retain high-achieving young women that exhibit a 
passion to pursue higher studies and a career in a STEAM-related field 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math). Congratulations to 
the 2020-21 scholarship recipient, Rajshree Ghimiray!

I am filled with immense 

gratitude and I feel truly 

honored to have been 

selected as the recipient of 

the Dr. Kunjlata Kothary 

Master Scholarship. I 

would like to express my 

sincere appreciation for 

your donation towards the 

scholarship and for thinking 

of me as a worthy recipient.

Your generous donation 

towards this scholarship 

has not only lightened 

the financial burden on 

my parents but has also 

helped increase my self-

confidence and will serve 

as a motivation for me 

to work even harder. I 

assure you that while at 

KIS, I will put in my best 

effort to not just succeed 

academically but also use 
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Grants Awarded by KFI in 2019-2020
this unique opportunity to grow as a person. I have always been 

very passionate about Science, particularly Physics, and this 

Scholarship is very vital as it draws me closer to my aspiration of 

becoming an aerospace engineer.

I come from a small town, called Darjeeling known for its 

breathtaking beauty and flavorful tea. The economy is powered 

by several daily wage laborers who are often underpaid and do 

not enjoy the same privileges that most of us do. I have been 

studying in a Convent school since childhood  and the experience 

has taught me a lot about the importance of contribution to our 

society. I understand my privilege and I hope to live a meaningful 

life, bringing about a positive change in the communities that I 

am part of and to give back to others.

I am extremely grateful for being awarded the Dr. Kunjlata  

Kothary Master scholarship and for your generous donation. By 

awarding this scholarship to me, you have brought me one step 

closer to achieving my goals. 

I would like to thank you once again for your kind offer and I 

shall always remain grateful for it.

Yours faithfully, 

Rajshree Ghimiray, KIS Class of  ‘23

Russell De Valois Scholarship  |  $5,103

Funded by classmates, friends and family of Russell De Valois ’43, 
interest earnings from the endowed fund is offered every other year to 
a student entering grade 11 for the duration of his/her study at KIS to 
graduation at the end of grade 12. Congratulations to the 2021-2023 
scholarship recipient, Aanya Chadha!

Thank you! Receiving the RDV scholarship brought me to 

Kodaikanal International School this year.

It put me in a holistic and academically challenging environment, 

making me work harder. In a sea of big brains, I find myself 

putting in the extra effort to make sure I am recognized as a 

smart brain. With teachers that make me question and probe me 

to think, my learning process has drastically changed and I am 

learning to like dealing with harder concepts. Whether it’s Mr 

Soumitri just throwing a vexed question out there to see how we 

handle it, or Ms Usha, whose expressions make me feel like she 

can see the wheels turning in the heads of her students while we 

think- I am enjoying every bit of it. 

The friendly and hopeful attitude of my peers encourages me to 
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Grants Awarded by KFI in 2019-2020

take it easy and worry a little less if I am too stressed out over an 

assessment. The guidance I am provided with here not just for my 

current academics, but for the future of my academic career well 

after these two years is something I am grateful for.

I would like to thank you for giving me this opportunity to be 

able to be a part of the Kodai family and for the chance to have a 

better education.

Sincerely, 

Aanya Chadha, Grade 11

Barbara Block Salary for Archive Work  |  $10,729

Hopefully you have had a chance to visit the KIS Archives online to get 
lost in Eucys from past years, travelogues of Nora Mitchell, or just to 
browse through old photographs. Barbara Block, KIS ’76, continues her 
work in the KIS Archives which she began in July of 2020. In addition 
to continuing her work on The Nora Mitchell Collection and scanning 
past years’ Eucys, here are examples of other inclusions to the archives, 
some in progress, some planned for the Spring semester of 2022:

•	 2nd Edition of 1924 Highclerc Cookery Book 

•	 The Pippa Mukherjee Collection: photo albums from hikes and 
field trips, 1980s to 90s

•	 The Barbara Block Collection: photo albums, sketch books, The 
Kodai Colouring Book (from 1990s) 

•	 Hiking Records: photos from beginning of the hiking program in 
1960s until 2009

•	 KIS Music Department: past recordings of choral music 

•	 Physical Education: plans to locate missing Field Day documents to 
establish continuity of records 

•	 Chapel Donations: inscriptions, stamps or dedications related to 
the history of KIS from books found in Chapel basement, such as 
the book given to Bruce DeJong when he joined the church with 
inscription from Rev. Braaten and stamp by Keith DeJong

•	 Miscellaneous: Graduation Bulletins 2006, 2013: Principal  
Paul Wiebe Newsletter 1998; photos, documents from KIS  
alumni community 

View the KIS Archives Here

https://sites.google.com/kis.in/kisarchives/home
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$10,000 and up
Len Betz ‘71
Robert Fletcher ‘65 (KFI) & Denise
Daryl Miller ’71 (KFI) & Elsie

$5,000-$9,999
Maureen Aung-Thwin ’66 (KFI)
Shehan Dissanayake ‘85
Bob Dudley ’43 & Louise
Kunal Kapoor ‘93 & Monica
Dennis Lettenmaier/Muyskens Family Endowment
David Otten ‘69 & Laurie FS, P
Sanjay Pingle ‘89
David Wiebe ‘56, FS

$1,000-$4,999
Mark Bullard ’80 & Karen
Louise Cummings FS, GP
Alfred Doermann ’51 & Evelyn
James & Evelyn Estes FS, P
Charles Franklin ’66 & Rossy
Nelson Hoffman ‘66
Ben Johnson ’47, FS
Ronald Koepke ’66 & Marilyn
Richard Koszarek ’69 & Amrita
Juntanee Sae-Ung Krongboonying ‘76
Lyn ’66 (KFI) & Naomi Krause FS, P
Mary Coleman Lowry ’64 (KFI) & David
Viraj Master ’84 & Margaret
John MacKay ’52 & Abigail Sanner
Suvasini McCormick F
Miriam Naumann McCreary ’51 & Ken Kauffman
Michael ’65 & Rebecca Derr ’65 Meinzen 
Kathryn Johnson Narney ’71 (KFI) & Steve
Eleanor Nicholson FS
Ana Manta ’80 & Mike Parker ‘80
David Piet ’63 (KFI) and Nancy
PresByterian World Mission
Nathaniel Ratnasamy ‘78
Garry Schmidt ’61 & Lois
Norman Thoms ‘51 & Anna
Mary Deming Torrence ’39 D
April Dennis Jennings ‘63 & William

$500-$999
Bernadette Bradbury Aleong ‘86
Erik  Asplund ’63 & Agneta
Zubin Avari ‘91
Jacquelyn Brooks FS
Charles Carman ‘76
Chitra Chadhokar ’83 & Sunil Desai ‘83
Myra Vogt Danielson ‘64 & Larry
Raoul-Sam Daruwala ‘87
James Fletcher ’76 & Nancy
John ’71 & Gwenda Emerick ’72 Fletcher
Margaret Greene ’79 (KFI)
Stephen Holler ’74 & Margaret
Nilofar Islam ‘89
Sheriar Jamshedji ‘86
Sheela Nelson Kuttaiya ’82 & Sunil

William Martin ’70 (KFI) & Chris FS, P
Mary Essebaggers Morris ’62 & Malcolm
Niladri Mukhopadhyay ’97 & Debopriya
Gerald & Roxanna Nichol (D) FS, P, GP
Ronald Nunn ‘76
Sanjeev Pandey ‘82
William Penner ’74 & Julie
Raleigh Pickard ‘77
Sarah Nichol Reindel ‘86 & Andrew
Polly Reuling FS, P
Kris ’66 & Wendy Riber FS, P
Linell Roccaforte ‘87
Shyama Pillai Rosenfeld ’86 & Scott
Sharmila Ruparel ‘82
Sandra Schoeninger FS
Nancy Graham Scudder ‘58
Mark Seibert ’71 & Betsy
Nell Kincaid Semel ’54 & Dan
Sumeet Shroff ‘90
Alice Graham Silver ’55 & Tom Byrnes
Carolyn Holmes Somerville ‘65
Annette & Neal Stixrud FS, P, GP
Charlotte Bunker Sullivan ‘57
Teresa Teves ‘76
Claudia Trautmann ’70 & Ted Christner
Paul Vander Aarde ’76 & Susan
Philip Vasan ‘76
Martha Thompson Wilcox ’61 & Jack
Carol Wallin Womack ‘62

$250-$499
Anonymous
George & Anne Althouse FS, P
Jan Maarten Bavinck ‘72
Akshay Birla WS ’05
Beth Gesler Caldwell ’56 & David
Mary Carruthers ‘57
Pratap Chahal ‘98
Alberta Voss Chase ’57 & Benjamin
Margaret & Paul Christenson FS, P
Class of 1966
Jane Gibbs Cummings ’57 (KFI)
Paul Davis ’64 & Carol
Frank Emerson ’56 & Mary
Ruth Gilson Fox ‘74
Joy Gallup ‘82
Mark Garrison ’58 & Nancy FS, P
Bose George ‘81
William Hagstad ‘70 & Mary Beth
Diane Hoffman ‘62
Robert Inman ’62 & Gwen
Peter Jenks FS, P
Charles Job ’76 & Aruna
Stan Kuruvilla ’93 (KFI)
Gail & Jay Lucas F
Malcolm Monteiro ‘82
John and Dorothy Yoder Nyce FS, P
Mona Oommen ’83 & Donu Arapura
Kris Ramanathan ’81 & Sujana Chandrasekhar
Jody Ramer Chrastek ‘76

David Rich ‘79
Joseph Rittmann ’66 & Marty Grubbs ’69 FS, P
Sylvia Trautmann Rogers (KFI) ’73 
Hans Schmitthenner ’70 & Joan Potenza
Antoinette Stepanek Shaller ’66 & Doug
Jagat Sheth ’87 & Kiran
JoAnne Hiebert Sorensen ‘55
Lark Steinmetz ‘76
Margaret Carman ’55 & Edwin Tegenfeldt ’56 FS, P, GP
Leslie Servid Williams ’64

$100-$249
Harry Adams ‘60
Kurt Althouse ’81 & Kim
Oskar Austegard ‘93
Marcia Barss ‘63
Kaishoon Basrai ‘83
Kathy & Wayne Beckwith FS, P
Eugene Betts ‘60
John Mark Black ‘74
Adrian Bohl FS
Jane Donahue Bridges ‘61
Grace Bunker ‘59
Jennifer Grant Busam ‘66
Margaret & David Camp FS
David Carner ‘66
Bruce Carruthers ’50 & Wendy Espeland
Priti Chopra F
Maura Cody FS & Chris Domkoski
David Cooper ’64 & Heather
Ira Cox ‘60
Robert Edwards ‘69
Anne Seely Englert FS
John & Alice Engstrom FS
Shelly Errington ‘62
Ted Essebaggers ’59 & Maja
Helena Carter Fernandes ‘82
Michael Gass ’50 & Carol
Patricia Gass P 
Sandra Gass ‘83
Katie Geissinger ‘76 & Billy Shebar
Wil Gesler ’58 & Margaret
Shahram Ghandeharizadeh ‘83
Vicky Godsy FS
Charles Gosselink ’53 & Charlotte
Margaret Graham ‘67
Chris Granner ’75 & Barb
Janice Green & Paul Patton II FS
Marion Greene ‘88
Wendy Hamilton ‘83
Ann Gibbs Henderson ‘55
Ellen Arnold Himebaugh ‘60
Cindy Barth Houtchens ‘72
Amy Hubler F
Roxanne Ghandy ’98 & Tushar Irani ‘98
Anand Janardhanam ‘85
Emily Grumm Jeske ’63 & Marvin Rothstein
Fiona Jeyachandran ‘82
Virginia Johnson FS, P
Barbara Jones ‘77

Donors to Kodai Friends International 2020-2021

Kodai Friends International is deeply grateful to the following alumni and friends who contributed to the unrestricted and temporarily restricted 
funds of KFI between July 1, 2020 and June 30, 2021. Their generosity enabled KFI to provide important grants to support its mission. Donors who 
contributed after June 30, 2021 will be acknowledged in the 2021-2022 KFI Annual Report. 

FS – Former Staff, P – Parent, GP – Grandparent, F – Friend, KFI – Kodai Friends International, WS – Woodstock International School, D – Deceased
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Grace Jones ‘76
Peter Kapenga ’67 & Kathy
Anita Alphonso Vallen Khaldy ‘82
Ben Kim ’86 & Carrie
Stanley King ’57 & Bonnie
Sara Gesler Klemmer ‘63
Helen Kline ‘64
Loey Hiebert Knapp ’67, FS
Karl Kolumban ’81 & Robin
Phil Koszarek ’66 & Jodi
Mary Jo McGillivray Lindeman ‘60
Sheila Seamands Lovell ‘63
John Malaiperuman ‘63
Marion Chute Malcolm FS
Basil Manns ‘63
Karin Tegenfeldt ’82 & Luis Manta ‘83
L. Edwin Martin ’59 & Katherine
Nolawi Mengesha ’86 & Sangeeta Ojha
Harold Mondol ’50 & Dorothy West FS
Jack Moon ’69 & Edie
Prantik Nag ’86 & Deepa Rao
Vijay Naidu ’86 (KFI) & Asha
Walter Naumann ’63 & Sandra
Patricia Herbich ’76 & Vincent O’Connor ‘73
Terri Oliver-Crabbe ‘66
Elaine Lomperis Olson ’67 & Wayne FS
Suzanne Oommen ‘82
Janice Orrell FS
Youngun Pae ‘91
Prafullchandra Parekh F
Tarpan Parekh F
Joy Johnson Pickard ’73 & Mike
John Piet ‘59
Radharamanan Radhakrishnan ‘89
Oliver Rajamani ’89 & Anita
Ravi Rao ‘93
Jane Reble ‘74
Jean Towle Reed ’55 & Charles
Margaret Kleiner Reimer ’76 & Frank
Marianne & Ed (D) Reimer FS, P
Srivalli Sastry-Kuppa ‘82
Carolyn Morgan Schmies ’66 & Kenneth
Peter Schmitthenner ’74 & Pam FS, P
Debra Vander Aarde Scott ‘80
Steve Scruggs ’80 & Tammy
Uthayan Sivalingam ‘85
Julie Nichol ’80 & Donn Stengele ’80 FS, P
Rita Stevenson-Ellis ’77 & Scott
Lindsey Stixrud ‘84
Richard Surino ’63 & Jocelyn
Melita Dekker Swier ‘71
Priya Tandon-Rajkumar ’86 (KFI) Coleman
& Michael
Kate Hennig Teece ’98 & Scott
Mark Tegenfeldt ’90 & Kathrin
Alan Thompson ‘49
George Thompson ’52 & Daphne Harwood
Rebecca Trautmann ’68
Gregory & Nancy Vancil  FS
Kathleen Finley Vandiver ’67 & Kim
Stephanie Vandrick ‘67
Richard Vreeland P
Jennifer Walden ‘93
Eileen Staal Westenberg ’64 & Harlan
Connie & David Wheeler F, FWS
Lynette Shaw White ‘66
Keith Wiebe ’80 & Jill
Paul ’56 & Donna Beth Wiebe FS, P

Martha Vreeland Woodson ’74 & Tim
David Yardy ’64 & Elizabeth
Paul Zorn ’68 & Janet Petri
Robert Zorn ‘51
Timothy Zorn ‘63

Under $100
Donald Beane FS
Alexandra Bell & Ron Wetteroth FS
Basanthi Gopalakrishnan Bergener ’86 (KFI)
Carsten Bjornstad (D) FS
Anne Nunn Bredeck ’75 & Martin FS
Lisa Peters Capfer ‘75
Rebecca Clothey (KFI) ‘86
Marsie Long Bryant Cody ’76 & David
Susan Cross Conlan ‘63
Linwood Delong ‘66
Cynthia Dettman ‘69
Deborah Althouse Dubendorff ’79 & Bruce
Robert Gass ‘81
Jayanthi Gopalakrishnan ’84 & Paul Khoo ‘84
Susan MacNeill Grover ‘65
Virginia Peery Herlong ’59 & Ozzie
Lisa Hawley Hiley ‘79
Stuti Israel ‘03
Minoo Jalal ‘88
Alan Johnson ‘79
Ruth Johnson Knutson ’65 & Lavalle
Shirley Wood Kocher ’49 & Robert
Beth Grumm Kroger ‘64
Molly Schmitthenner Lesnick ’56 & Alan
Mary Jean Linn ‘77
Sara Ann Emerson ’61 & Merrick Lockwood ’59 FS, P
Susan Lomperis ‘72
Eleanor Carman MacDonald ’53 (D) P
Daniella Kegler-Gray Manea ’99 & Joe
Aditya Menon ‘09
Martin Messick ’83 (KFI) & Mandy
Luther Moyer ’57 & Veronica
Bill Nevin FS
Cyril Scott Plessinger ‘64
Bryan Plymale FS
Raymond Press ‘83
Timothy Ramer ’79 & Martha 
Ruth & John Ruggiero FS
Sher Emerick Safran ‘74
Carl Schiefer FS, P
Christine Schmitthenner ‘72
Sylvia Seamands ‘59
Carl Skold ‘64
Catherine Slater ‘64
Ellen Lueders Terwilliger ‘74
Anita Trautmann FS, P
Stephen Truscott ‘76
David Vander Aarde ‘78
Ian Vandrick ’71 & Josephine
Lydia Rittmann Volz ‘50
Richard Warren ‘72
Adrienne Cotton Wedgwood ‘66
Andrew Wilch, Jr. ‘47

Sustaining Members  
for 2020-2021
Sustaining memberships provide KFI with a 
dependable base of revenue. It is a monthly 
gift that can be paid in a convenient, ongoing 
way by choosing your giving level and your 
preferred method of payment – either online 
or mailing a check. To become a Sustaining 
Member online, go to www.kfi-us.org/
donate-kfi. Select the fund you wish to 
support, the amount you wish to donate, 
choose “Recurring Donation” with your 
choice of frequency, provide the requested 
information, and press the DONATE button. 
Checks may be mailed to KFI. Sustaining 
memberships may also be established through 
Employee Giving Programs.

Bernadette Bradbury Aleong ‘86
Akshay Birla WS ‘05
Jane Gibbs Cummings ’57 (KFI)
Louise Cummings FS, GP
Evelyn & James Estes FS, P
William Hagstad ’70 & Mary Beth
William Martin ’70 (KFI) & Christine FS, P
Prantik Nag ’86 & Deepa
Priya Tandon-Rajkumar ’86 (KFI) & Michael
Sandra Schoeninger FS
Jagat Sheth ’87 & Kiran
Sumeet Shroff ‘90

In Honor of:
Mary Carruthers ‘57 
      by Bruce Carruthers ’50 & Wendy Espeland

Bill & Paula Foege 
     by Annette & Neal Stixrud FS, P, GP

John ’63 & ’66 Bob Coleman 
      by Mary Coleman Lowry ’64 (KFI)

Carolyn & Lee Hellberg 
      by Annette & Neal Stixrud FS

Grace & Fred Holmes 
      by Annette & Neal Stixrud FS, P, GP

KIS Maintenance & Food Services Staff 
      by David Piet ’63 (KFI) & Nancy

Lois & Paul Howe FS 
      by Carl Schiefer FS

Lyn ’66 (KFI) & Naomi Krause FS, P 
      by Antoinette Stepanek Shaller ‘66

Mona Oommen ‘83 
      by Lindsey Stixrud ‘84

Jeevan Paul ‘86 
      by Linell Roccaforte ‘87

Sandra Schoeninger FS 
      by Grace Jones ‘76

Donors to Kodai Friends International 2020-2021

https://www.kfi-us.org/donate-kfi/
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Donors to Kodai Friends International 2020-2021
Corey Stixrud ’86, KIS Principal 
      by Margaret & David Camp FS 
      by Nolawi Mengesha ‘86

Nandita ‘86, Corey ’86 & Tarun Stixrud 
      by Lindsey Stixrud ‘84 
      by Annette & Neal Stixrud FS, P, GP

Lindsey Stixrud ‘84 
      by Annette & Neal Stixrud FS, P, GP

Mildred & Bert Toepel 
      by Annette & Neal Stixrud FS, P, GP

Howard & Richard Surino ‘63 
      by Richard Surino ’63 & Jocelyn

In Memory of:
Amma 
      by Aditya Menon ‘09

Carsten Bjornstad FS 
      by Roxanna (D) & Gerald Nichol FS, P, GP

Marge Beane 
      by Donald Beane FS

Bob Coleman ‘66 
      by Marcia Barss ‘63 
      by Lisa Peters Capfer ‘75 
      by David Carner ‘66 
      by Jody Ramer Chrastek ‘76 
      by Linwood Delong ‘66 
      by Bob Edwards ‘69 
      by Charles Franklin ’69 & Rossy 
      by Margaret Graham ‘67 
      by Chris Granner ‘75 & Barb 
      by Nelson Hoffman ‘66 
      by Stephen Holler ’74 & Margaret 
      by Peter Jenks FS 
      by Emily Grumm Jeske ’63 & Marvin 
      by Ronald Koepke ’66 & Marilyn 
      by Karl Kolumban ‘81 
      by Philip Koszarek ’66 & Jodi 
      by Mary Coleman Lowry ’64 (KFI) & David 
      by Jack Moon ’69 & Edie 
      by Terri Oliver-Crabbe ‘66 
      by Elaine Lomperis Olson ’67 & Wayne FS 
      by Bill Penner ’74 & Julie 
      by Joy Johnson Pickard ‘73 
      by Cyril Scott Plessinger ‘64 
      by Joseph ’66 & Marty ’68 Rittmann, FS, P 
      by Sher Emerick Safran ‘74 
      by Carolyn Morgan Schmies ‘66 
      by Christine Schmitthenner ‘72 
      by Antoinette Stepanek Schaller ‘66 
      by Lark Steinmetz ‘76 
      by Anita Trautmann FS 
      by Claudia Trautmann ‘70 
      by Rebecca Trautmann ‘68 
      by Sylvia Trautmann Rogers (KFI) ‘73 
      by Adrienne Cotton Wedgwood ‘66 
      by Lynette Shaw White ‘66 
      by Leslie Servid Williams ‘64

Bruce Carman ’56 
      by Roxanna (D) & Gerald Nichol FS, P, GP

Gordon Chute FS 
      by Marion Chute Malcolm FS

Joel Dhanapal ‘67 
      by Margaret Graham ‘67 
      by Rebecca Trautmann ‘68

Ralph Doermann ‘48 
      by Al Doermann ‘51 & Evelyn

Isaac Eduman 
      by Kate Hennig Teece ‘98

Ada & Lester Finley FS 
      by Kathleen Finley Vandiver ‘67

Mary & Dick Foege 
      by Annette & Neal Stixrud FS, P, GP

Nelson & Marjorie Hoffmann  
      by Nelson Hoffmann ‘66

Alice Towle Jesse 
      by Jean Towle Reed ’55 & Charles

Loretta Jayasinghe FS 
      by Peter Jenks FS

Mary Johnson FS 
      by Ben Johnson ’47, FS

Ashok Kamte ‘82 
      by Helena Carter Fernandes ‘82 
      by Joy Gallop ‘82 
      by Fiona Jeyachandran ‘82 
      by Anita Alphonso Khaldy ‘82 
      by Sheela Nelson Kuttaiya ’82 & Sunil 
      by Malcolm Monteiro ‘82 
      by Suzanne Oommen ‘82 
      by Sanjeev Pandey ‘82  
      by Ravi Rao ‘93    
      by Sharmila Ruparel ‘82 
      by Srivalli Sastry-Kuppa ‘82

Bernice Muyskens Lettenmaier ‘40 
      by Dennis Lettenmaier F

Dr. Kunjlata Kothary Masters 
      by Priti Chopra F 
      by Shehan Dissanayake ‘85 
      by Nilofar Islam ‘89 
      by Sheriar Jumshedji ‘86 
      by Suvasini McCormick F 
      by Viray Master ’84 & Margaret 
      by Prafullchandra Parekh F 
      by Tarpan Parekh F 
      by Radharamana Radhakrishnan ‘89

Krishna Mudaliar ‘85 
      by Anand Janardhanam ‘85

Jeevan Paul ‘86 
      by Sheriar Jamshedji ‘86

Laura Root FS 
      by Daryl Miller (KFI) ‘71

Shridharan Ramsait ‘76 
      by Jody Ramer Chrastek ‘76 
      by Grace Jones ‘76 
      by Ronald Nunn ‘76 
      by Teresa Teves ‘76 
      by Patricia Herbich O’Connor ’76 & Vince ‘73 
      by Paul Vander Aarde ’76 & Susan 
      by James Fletcher ‘76 
      by Marsie Long Bryant Cody ’76 & David 
      by Juntanee Sae-Ung Krongboonying ‘76 
      by Rita Sevenson-Ellis ‘76 
      by Stephen Truscott ‘76 
      by Chuck Carman ’76 & Suzy 
      by Margaret Kleiner Reimer ‘76 
      by Philip Vasan ‘76 
      by Charles Job ’76 & Aruna

Marc Seger ‘81 
      by Teresa Teves ‘76

Helen Naumann Spitzack ‘48 
      by Miriam Naumann McCreary ‘51

Maj StormoGipson ‘74 
      by John Mark Black ‘74 
      by Ruth Gilson Fox ‘74 
      by Bill Penner ’74 & Julie 
      by Peter Schmitthenner ’74 & Pam Forsyth FS 
      by Ellen Lueders Terwilliger ‘74 
      by Martha Vreeland Woodson ’74 & Tim

Mary Deming Torrence ‘39 
      by Mary Deming Torrence ’39 - End of Life Request

John Woelfle FS 
      by Roxanna (D) & Gerald Nichol FS, P, GP

Russell De Valois ‘43 
      by Robert Dudley ‘43
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Treasurer’s Report
We are pleased to report that KFI’s finances have never been stronger 
in our history. 

Our fundraising efforts, in cooperation with KIS, have resulted in 
significant donations ultimately benefiting the Kodai community. We 
are ever thankful to our donors across North America who have been 
generous as we seek safe passage thru the pandemic. At the end of 
the day KFI’s success is based on a multiplicity of stakeholders – our 
donors, our Board members, and KIS.

The KFI endowment valued at $3.8M, as of June 30, 2021, has 
reached its highest historical valuation. The previous peak was 
$3.2M in 2008 followed by a low of $1.9M in 2012. The endowment 
has benefited from rising equity markets driven by low interest 
rates, higher fiscal stimulus, a dovish Federal Reserve, and earnings 
rebound. The endowment provides KFI with a valuable resource 
to fund future grants, meet our operating expenses, and finance 
unexpected needs.

Our donors and KIS alumni have been gracious for two consecutive 
fiscal years of elevated contributions. KFI received contributions of 
$168,580 (FY21) vs $67,002 (FY20). Much of this success is due to 
Board member Jane Cummings and the KFI fundraising committee. 
A successful capital campaign in turn allowed KFI to underwrite 
grants totaling $224,688 in FY21. The grants supported scholarships 
and financial awards for KIS students, helped fund the Education in 
Kodai Project which focused on local community schools, and assisted 
continued restoration of the KIS archives. 

We continue to be ever cognizant of expense management given our 
fiduciary role and KFI’s charitable tax-exempt status. Our operating 
expenses continue to be manageable thanks to an active and 
uncompensated Board and a salaried part-time administrative staff 
of one. Administrative expenses have increased as a result of our 
fundraising efforts and assisting KIS with the highly successful Quad 
Talks. Beyond administration costs we anticipate higher endowment 
management and annual audit fees.   

In closing we are, as always, indebted and thankful to our donors and 
generous KIS alumni. 

Gratefully, 

Vijay Naidu,  
KFI Treasurer

Statement of financial PoSition

June 30, 2021 and 2020

2021 2020

aSSetS

Cash and cash equivalents  $137,924  $240,784 

Accounts receivable  3,088  1,586 

Investments  3,711,232  2,989,099 

Beneficial interest in  
charitable trust

 95,587  67,751 

Cash surrender value  
of life insurance

 15,644  14,782 

Total Assets $3,963,475  $3,314,002 

liaBilitieS anD net aSSetS

liaBilitieS

Accounts payable $180 

Related party grants payable  13,337  201,361 

Accrued expenses  6,735  3,563 

Total Liabilities  20,252  204,924 

net aSSetS

Unrestricted 3,773,200  2,689,499 

With donor restrictions  170,023  419,579 

Total Net Assets  3,943,223  3,109,078 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  $3,963,475  $3,314,002 
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Statement of activity

For the year ended June 30, 2021

 Without Donor Restrictions  With Donor Restrictions total

RevenUeS, GainS anD otHeR SUPPoRt

Contributions  $19,750  $148,830   $168,580 

Investment gain  933,759  933,759 

Loss on beneficial interest in charitable trust  28,698   28,698 

          Total revenue  982,207  148,830  1,131,037 

Net assets released from restrictions  394,445  (394,445)  - 

          Total revenue, gains & other support  $1,376,652 $(245,615) $1,131,037 

eXPenSeS

Grants $224,688 $224,688 

Management and general  43,501  43,501 

Program  14,350  14,350 

Fundraising  14,353  14,353 

          Total expenses $296,892 $296,892 

cHanGe in net aSSetS  1,079,760  (245,615)  834,145 

net aSSetS-BeGinninG of yeaR  2,693,440  415,638  3,109,078 

net assets - end of year $3,773,200  $170,023  $3,943,223 

For a copy of the audited financial report contact KFI Administrator at admin@kfi-us.org
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List of KFI Established Funds
(Following is a list of unrestricted and temporarily restricted funds held 
by KFI. Unrestricted funds are used for priority needs identified by KFI; 
temporarily restricted funds are restricted to the purposes for which the 
fund was established. All funds are disbursed by the Board of Directors 
of KFI in response to grant requests it receives.)

Fund a Need:  This is an unrestricted fund that enables KFI the 
flexibility to support projects, programs and scholarships for which 
temporarily restricted funds are not available or to fund new initiatives.

KIS COVID-19 Relief Fund: This temporarily restricted fund was 
created in partnership with Kodaikanal International School (KIS) in 
addressing the critical needs of both the school community and the 
Kodai community. The pandemic continues and the need  remains great. 
In order to support KIS and the Kodai community, the KIS COVID-19 
Relief Fund will remain open for donations to be granted where 
needed as determined by Kodai Friends International and Kodaikanal 
International School.

KIS Scholarship Fund: This is a temporarily restricted fund 
originally established by KWI during the Centennial Year of KIS. It 
provides scholarships to students who meet the school’s financial 
aid and scholarship requirements with the approval of Kodai Friends 
International.

Russell De Valois Scholarship: This temporarily restricted fund was 
established by the KIS Class of 1943 in memory of their classmate, 
Russell, who was killed in a car accident returning from a KIS class 
reunion. The scholarship is offered every other year to a student in the 
junior and senior years who meets the donor-designated scholarship 
requirements.

Keith DeJong Music Award and Scholarship: Established through 
a legacy gift by alumnus and long-time music teacher Keith DeJong 
’46, and his wife Marcine, the music award is given annually to two 
outstanding KIS Grade 12 music students, and the music scholarship is 
granted to provide financial assistance for a deserving student to attend 
music field trips or for additional instrument lessons. 

KIS Center for Environment and Humanity: This is a temporarily 
restricted fund which supports key initiatives in waste management, 
conservation, restoration, and environmental education at KIS and in 
the Kodaikanal community.  

KIS Design and Innovation Fund: This temporarily restricted fund 
was established by KFI in 2019 in support of the new program at KIS 
which provides students the opportunity to bring their ideas to life in 
a variety of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts & Maths (STEAM) 
forums and competitions.  

KIS Experts-in-Residence Fund: This temporarily restricted fund was 
established by KFI in 2019 in support of the new program at KIS that 
enables experts and industry professionals to visit and work directly 

with students and staff for a semester at KIS.  

Sandra Schoeninger Fitness Center: This temporarily restricted 
fund was established to support the Fitness Center at KIS named in 
honor of Sandy Schoeninger, the committed, long-serving and well-
remembered head of the physical education program at KIS.

The Social & Environment Experience Department Priorities: 
Class of 1974 Legacy Project: Formerly known as the Maj 
StormoGipson Poondi Project fund, this fund was established in 
recognition of a cherished classmate who left the world too soon, 
her love of the outdoors, and her commitment to global sustainability 
efforts to protect the environment for the next generations.

To read more about or to donate to these funds, click HERE:

https://www.kfi-us.org/donate-kfi/


Kodai Friends International  |  Annual Report 2020-2021  16  |  www.kfi-us.org

Keep in Touch
Kodai Friends International Website

Kodaikanal International School Website

KIS Alumni Association Facebook Page 

KIS Archives: View Eucys through the years, find a new recipe in 
the Highclerc Cookery Book, travel the world through Nora Mitchell’s 
photos and journals,

KIS Hiking Over the Decades: An Interactive Photo Timeline  
– add your hiking story and/or pictures, 

Presenting the Quad Talk Series 2022 An online platform that 
allows us to interact globally, be inspired and celebrate our KIS alumni. 
All talks are free to join, and registration via Zoom is easy. Just click on 
the link above. 

Wish you could watch a virtual tour of what the school looks like 
today? 

Missed that Quad Talk on …? 

Watch an interview with 2020 Nobel Peace Prize Winner who happens 
to be a KIS alum, as well as other fascinating alumni interviews.

All this and more can be seen on the KIS YouTube Channel

Recently moved or changed email address? Please keep us informed at 
admin@kfi-us.org 

https://www.kfi-us.org/
https://www.kis.in/
https://m.facebook.com/groups/KISAlumniassociation/permalink/2778205709111741
https://sites.google.com/kis.in/kisarchives/home
https://padlet.com/alumni13/7xcjct2gmjvvep5p?fbclid=IwAR189I1k1KweMyvaEMbxAF324fDO31GTpavfNF9Sys1L6owzngrP8PX9b0k
https://sites.google.com/kis.in/kisaa-events/home
https://www.youtube.com/c/KodaikanalInternationalSchool/videos
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The Shola Society
A number of years ago under the leadership of KWI, the Shola Society 
was established as an avenue to recognize individuals who have made 
charitable provisions in their estate plans for the benefit of Kodaikanal 
International School (KIS) and given to KWI/Kodai Friends International 
(KFI). While some Shola Society members have made bequests through 
their wills and trust, others have created lifetime income for themselves 
or family member through Charitable Gift Annuities or other Planned 
Giving Opportunities. The satisfaction that comes from remembering 
their education at KIS with a bequest is best expressed by Don ‘49 and 
David ‘46 Wilder when their family established the Charles E and Nancy 
E Wilder Trust fund at KFI in memory of their education at KIS: “Charles 
shared with all three of his younger brothers a profound appreciation 
for the pre-college educations they received at Kodai School, the 
precursor of KIS. His generous gift to KIS testifies to the impact 
that Kodai School had on him, an impact that remained with him 
throughout his life, as he never ceased to attend reunions of his Class 
of 1942. His gift to KIS shows his gratitude for the solid educational 
preparation for college and for adult life that Kodai School provided, as 
well as for lasting friendships and memories of social, athletic, hiking, 
camping, and boating activities on the lake and in the surrounding 
hills.” For additional information about the Shola Society, please discuss 
with your financial advisor and contact KFI.

How to Donate to KFI:
The following KFI funds can be supported through online gifts 
or by check:  

•	 Fund a Need

•	 KIS COVID-19 Relief Fund

•	 KIS Scholarship Fund

•	 KIS Center for Environment and Humanity

•	 KIS Design & Innovation Fund

•	 KIS Experts-in-Residence Fund

•	 Sandra Schoeninger Fitness Center

•	 Keith DeJong Music Award and Scholarship

•	 Russell De Valois Scholarship

•	 Social & Environment Experience Department Priorities – 
Class of 1974 Legacy Project

Donating to KFI Can Be Done  
in Several Ways:
•	 Online with Credit Card:   

Go to www.kfi-us.org/donate-kfi/   
Select the fund you wish to support. If you wish to become a 
sustaining member, select “Recurring Donation.”

•	 Check: Make check payable to KFI, use Memo line if you 
would like your donation to go to a specific fund.   
Mail checks to: 
 
Kodai Friends International, Inc. 
7608 Flora Avenue 
St. Louis, MO  63143-3804 
USA

•	 If you are 70 ½ or older, you are eligible and could choose to 
contribute your IRA rollover to KFI tax free.  

•	 Join the Shola Society and gift KFI with part of your estate.

Please contact the KFI office at 314-229-3501 for further 
information or with any questions.

Donate to KFI for Free!  
Go shopping using smile.amazon.com. Select Kodai Friends 
International as your charity of choice.  Amazon will donate 
a portion (0.5%) of purchase prices to KFI.  Your account on 
amazon.com and AmazonSmile will remain the same.  A simple 
and easy way to support KFI.
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KFI Board of Directors  
1-July-2020 to 30-June-2021

Stan Kuruvilla ’93 | President

William Martin ‘70 | Past President

Robert Fletcher ‘65 | Vice President

Vijay Naidu ‘86 | Treasurer

Martin Messick ‘83 | Secretary

Maureen Aung-Thwin ‘66

Basanthi Gopalakrishnan Bergener ‘86

Jane Gibbs Cummings ‘57

Margaret Greene ‘79

Mary Coleman Lowry ‘64

Daryl Miller ‘71

Kathy Johnson Narney ‘71

David Piet ‘63

Corleigh Stixrud ’86, KIS Principal*

Sylvia Trautmann Rogers ’73, KFI Administrator* 
*ex officio

KFI Board of Directors  
1-July-2021 to 30-June-2022

Stan Kuruvilla ‘93 | President

Margaret Greene ‘79 | Vice President

Daryl Miller ‘71 | Treasurer

Lyn Krause ‘66 | Secretary

Maureen Aung-Thwin ‘66

Basanthi Gopalakrishnan Bergener ‘86

Rebecca Clothey ‘86

Jane Gibbs Cummings ’57

Martin Messick ‘83

Daryl Miller ‘71

Kathy Johnson Narney ‘71

David Piet ‘63

Priya Tandon-Rajkumar ‘86

Corleigh Stixrud ’86, KIS Principal*

Sylvia Trautmann Rogers ’73, KFI Administrator*

*ex-officio Photo credit: Barbara Block, KIS ‘76


