
 

 

ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING    Hope 
  
SCRIPTURE READINGS  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
             Luke 21:25-36 
 
SERMON                  Crafting Hope         
             Rev. Adam E. Eckhart 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND INTERCESSIONS AND LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy  
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. Give  
us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we  
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into  
temptation but deliver us from evil, for thine is the Kingdom, and 

 the Power, and the Glory forever. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN   Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates (vs. 1-4)  
                   NCH 117 

Lift up your heads, O mighty gates; 
Behold the glorious Ruler waits! 
The sovereign One is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here. 
 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; 
Make it a temple, set apart 
From earthly use for heaven’s employ, 
Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 
 

Redeemer, come! I open wide 
My heart to you; here, Christ, abide! 
Let me your inner presence feel; 
Your grace and love in me reveal. 
 

So come, my Sovereign; enter in! 
Let new and nobler life begin; 
Your Holy Spirit guide us on, 
Until the glorious crown be won. 

 
*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE       God Beyond All Praising         G Holst 
  
 

We thank Linda Bespuda for sharing her gifts in worship while Dan is 
on vacation.  

 
 

      Music Reprinted, Performed and Used with Permission Under:   
CCLI 4483136, One- License A-134621,  
WorshipCast and PerformMusic 14088. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
   
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Our Open and Affirming Congregation consists of people united  
in fulfilling Christ’s command to love one another and welcome people     

of diverse backgrounds and identities: no exclusions.  
 

First Church Milford is dedicated to proclaiming and sharing God’s love 
through service and outreach; care for children, youth, and people of all 

ages; and engaging worship and music ministries.  
 

If you are a guest, please fill out a visitor card  
and place it in the offering plate.      

 

 



 

 

 

 
November 28, 2021 — 10:00 AM Worship 

First Sunday of Advent: Hope 
 
 

*for all that are able, please stand 
 
 
 

 

PRELUDE         Pipes of County Clare               H Gaul  
               
GOOD NEWS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH        
                 Rev. Adam Eckhart, Senior Pastor
       
*GREETING OUR NEIGHBORS 
              
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
A prayer by Sandra Graham, based on Ephesians 5:8                             
Leader: Watch and wait!  The day of God is at hand! 
People:  Like a bud on a tree, God’s possibilities are about to  
 blossom before us! 
Leader: Stay awake!  The reign of God is approaching. 
People: We are here, watching, waiting, hoping.  May God bring 

mercy and justice to all people in this time.  We gather to 
rejoice as children of the Light! 

 
*PROCESSIONAL HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel (vs.1 & 2) 
                    PH 110 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer  
Our spirits by thine Advent here;  
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION             Debra Rich 
We confess, surprising God, that our sense of anticipation has 
been dulled.  We have ceased to expect any wonders from your 
hand, and desire only business as usual.  We do not seek out your 
marvels in the people and events around us.  We are not always 
alert to your saving actions and presence in our lives and hearts.  
Pardon our sleepiness.  Wake us up and keep us attentive to your 
still unfolding revelation.  Remind us that even if we stay awake, 
our salvation is earned not through our own actions but through 
the coming of the righteous Branch of David, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
*GLORIA PATRI 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
 World without end, Amen, Amen. 
 
SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 
 Wyatt Darren Lavelle 
  son of Lauren and Ryan Lavelle 
 

 Guillermo Leonidas Escobar 
  son to Jennifer and Jose Escobar 
 

*Questions of the Congregation                                                      
      Deacon:   Do you, who witness and celebrate the sacrament,           
                        promise your love, support and care to the ones about     
                       to be baptized, as they live and grow in Christ? 
             All:    We promise our love, support and care.  
      Deacon:    Let us unite with the Church in all times and places by  
                       confessing our faith in the triune God.  
                       Do you believe in God? 
              All:    I believe in God. 
      Deacon:    Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
              All:    I believe in Jesus Christ.  
      Deacon:    Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 
              All:    I believe in the Holy Spirit. 
 

ACT OF BAPTISM   
 
OFFERING OF OUR TITHES AND GIFTS            
   Invitation                     
 Offertory              Forest Green     arr D Wood 
 *Doxology 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
         Praise God, all creatures here below. 
         Praise God above, ye heavenly host. 
         Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost!  Amen. 
 *Prayer of Dedication  

 Over the previous days, many of us filled our bellies with 
 good food and filled our hearts with interactions with family 
 and friends. But you fill us with hope in a future on earth and 
 in heaven. We fill these offering plates and our free time with 
 ministry here as a thanksgiving for our hope and love, today 
 and always. We dedicate these offerings in honor of Jesus, 
 who fulfills our hopes. Amen.    

   
 

 
 
 


